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NEW SYSTEM TO MANAGE NUTRITION PROGRAM INPUT

(FRANKFORT, Ky.) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has awarded a contract to

Colyar Consulting Group of Phoenix, Ariz., to provide a new claims and application/agreement system for

school and community nutrition programs.

More than 20 states now use Colyar’s system to manage their federal child nutrition programs.
Colyar will provide a core system that will then be customized for Kentucky’s use. Key features of the
system include:

user-friendly interface

real-time reports

conformity to all U.S. Department of Agriculture policies and regulations
quick summary information on sponsors

uploading of documents

“We have worked hard to ensure that the new system is user-friendly, can provide and access
requested data quickly and accurately, and that it maintains a transaction history and financial audit trail,”
said Denise Hagan, director of KDE’s Division of School and Community Nutrition (SCN). “The functions
of the new system will provide new and expanded capabilities for both sponsors and state agency staff,
and we are confident that this new technology will assist us in administering the federal child nutrition
programs more efficiently and effectively.”

The planned claims and application/agreement system is a fully integrated, Web-based product
that will provide a user-friendly interface, offer advanced reporting capabilities and offer a clear navigation
path for claim submission and management of applications/agreements. This system also will streamline

federal financial reporting and application/agreement processing by SCN staff.
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Sponsors will benefit from the use of ticklers and alerts on items needing their attention, claims
summary reports and simplified viewing of error messages. The system is compliant with all current USDA
policies and regulations governing federal child nutrition programs.

The system will be phased in over time, with full implementation completed in two years. User
involvement will be a key component throughout the project. Colyar will engage SCN staff and sponsors
from the steering committee to develop an understanding of current processes through a series of on-site
meetings. In addition, Colyar will share best practices gained from other states and its own expert
knowledge. Based on the results of these meetings and the input gathered, Colyar will design a system

that best fits Kentucky’s needs.

SCN

The Kentucky Department of Education’s Division of School and Community Nutrition oversees six child
nutrition programs, including the National School Lunch Program and Child and Adult Care Food Program.
The programs operate under authority of the United States Department of Agriculture — Food and Nutrition
Services (www.usda.fns.gov). Various types of sponsors participate in the program, which includes private
schools, public schools, camps, Residential Child Care Institutions (RCCI), Family Day Care Homes
(FDCH) and day care centers (for profit and non-profit). Approximately 1,200 sponsors receive technical
assistance, training and reimbursement of $253 million annually in program expenditures.

Colyar Consulting Group

Based in Phoenix, Ariz., Colyar Consulting Group (CCG) is a full-service consulting firm that specializes in
the design, development and implementation of Child Nutrition and Food Distribution management
software. CCG has been developing Child Nutrition and Food Distribution management for over 16 years
and has clients in over 20 states.
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